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Little White-Haired Lady Pis Raiser
.Says Pigs Are Clean And Intelligent

Mrs. L. G. McNeill Runs Own Herd
Of Registered Duroc Jerseys All
By Herself ; Calls Pigs By Name

By BURTON TALBOTT
"Pigs is NOT pigs," ac-

cording to a little white-
haired woman who lives in
East Hillsboroush Countv.
and raises regist-ered Durtii
Je$ey swine - pigs with
personarrty.

Mrs. L. G. McNeill, a
very unusual person in her
own right. raises unusual Dies_

They are clean pigs beca-use
Mrs. McNeill doesn'i so alone
with the theory that a hoe is i
dirty animal. They are i;tetti-gent-she thinks the pig is theInost intelligent four-Ieseed
ahlmal domesticated bv man.

. And they have names-;ot iust
Jegal names testifying to regis-
tration and lineage - but peb
names bestowed on them bv
Mrs. McNeill.

There is nose Anne, a rather
sizable sow of about 800pounds. There is Ladv's Bov_al$ hnowtr to his fri;nds ;sJahes. Thrt's not to mention
some of the younger set. in-
cluding Susie, Sylvia, Sarah
and Sophie. ***

MRS. MoNEILL knows all
her pigs by name, and the DiEs
all know her.

"You know," she says, ,,some-

F,,;"?h:H'i"'i""j3il:' ;:"'ii;ll lig_ one-wiil come up to me
g-ng -ru9 against my legs, and

- u r don I pay some attehtion torr r oon-t pay some attentron to
her she will reach up with her
mouth and catch hold of my
skht, and tug on it until I stop
and pet her a little.

"I always like to brins a
little something for them whenI come to see them. I don,t
need eny food to get them to
come when I call them. Its
just that I like to bring them a
little surprise, I ususlly bring
a srnall bowl of corn, between
meais.

"Then I like to be sure they
have plenty of water. They do
like water. WheD it is reai hotI just take the hose and sDrin-
kle it right on them. Thet will
get up from an afternoon naD
Jor a little shower baLh-"*a*

HER DUROC JERSEY stock,
MIs. McNeill says, are quite
tame and domesticated from
long years of careful breedins.
Sle comments that "aU pigs
arcn't nearly so nice as mine.,'

Besides a good ancestry, Mrs.
McNeiIl sees that her pigs have
a 

"g-ood 
address-or rather, lots

oI uvrng room,
"You know it is just a shaine

the wqy some p€ople insist on
raising pigs," she says. ,,There
just isn't any sense in keepinq
them all penned up in sbmi

dirty little place where thev
don't even have room to stretcil
their legs. You will hever lind
me keeping these poor litde
1llngs att coopeJ up like that.why, my pigs have literauv
acres of land to roam arounil
in. and they appreciate it. too.
_ "Al1 that talk about pjgs
Derng djrty - why, that's theworst kind of rubbish. Thevar€ naturally clean animali.
and if given half a chance they
are as clean as most peoDle,

"Look how clean Rose Anne,s
ear is inside," and she cauehthold of the sow's ear. ,.y=ou
see, as clean as a baby,,,*,t)k

NOT ONLY are Mrs. Mc-
Neill's pigs unusual, but this
dear little tady, who lives on
her ?o-acre farm isn't what vou
might call the run of the mitl
variety, Not by a juCful. Sleis a first class farmer and hespioven over the.years to be a
successful one, too.

She certainly ousht to be.
Mrs. McNeiIl holds several

degrees from vaaious colleges:
Earlham College in Richm;d.
Ind.; her bachelor of seience
,degree at Chicago University;
her master's degree frorn Cor_
nell; and in 1912 a doctorate
in Ecological Botany.

Currently she is writjns ab-
stracts lor world research liter-
ature in plant sciences.

Like most young ladies, Mrs,
McNeill doesn't broadcast her
age. However linowing she was
one of the first $/omen univer-
sity teachers .at Tallahassee id
1909 might furnish*a little clue.

THE MGNEILLS came to
Florida rDany years ago and
her husband, a former profes-
sor of Entomology, died in
1928. Since that time Mrs.
McNeill has managed her Jarm
alone, with assistaDce from a
man who comes in for a few
days every week to do the
heavy work.

There is a grove consisting of
about 15 acres, and N fjne
Iooking grove it is too. She
hasn't . sprayed her grove in
over 30 years.

., No\v .then let's get back to
Inose prgs,

There was a time vhen Mrs.
McNeill had a considerable
number of hogs which. she
raises for breeding purposes.

She maintains that today it
is becoming more and more of
a problem to raise them profit-
ably, since as she said, "farm-
ing as a busineF is- goo4 pro-
viding it is run without inter-
ference from the government.'l

But Ito matter what the mar.
ket situation, it's a certainty
she'Il _aha'ays have a few pigs
around.

PIGS' TREAT-Mrs. McNeill takes a bowl of corn
out to the pigs for a between.meals snack.
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pounds. There is Lady's Boy,
also hno$m to his friends as
Ja:rres, T})at's not to mention
some of the younger set, in-
cludirg Susie, Sylvia, Sarah
and Sophie- x**

MRS. MoNEILL knows all
her.pigs by name. and the pigs
au Know ner.

"You know," she says, "some-
times Rose Anne-she ls the
.iig one-will come up to me
and rub against my legs, andif I don'l pay some attention to
Ier she will reach up wjth her
houth and catch hold of my
skirt, and tug on it until I stop
and pet her a little.

"I always like 10 bring a
little something for them when
I cohe to see them. I don't
need ally food to get them to
com€ when I call them. It's
iust that I like to bring them a
Iittl€ surprise, I usually bring
a snall bowl of Corn, between
me&s.

"Then I like to be sure they
havs plenty of lvater, They do
like water, Wherl it is real hot
I just take the hose and sprin-
kleit right on them. They will
get up from an alternoon nap
fo! a little shower bath.")* )* ,*

trDR, DUROC JEBSEY stock,
M$, McNeiU says, are quite
tane and domesticated from
long years ol careful breediDg.
Sle comments that "a1l pigs
aren't nearly so nice as mine."

Besides a good ancestry, MIs.
McNeiIl sees that her pigs have
a good address-or rather, lots
ol living room,

"You know it is just a shame
the way some people insist on
raising pigs," she says. "'Iherejust isn't any sense in keeping
them all penned up in some

vould return to Bird Key, €ven
if human beings left the island.

!t ,f t(

JOHN BLOCKER, for 25
years attorney for the Pinellas
Commission and ranked as one
of Florida's top historians, told
The Tribune it was his opinion
that l{anna intended Bird Key
as a permanent gift to the birds
thr'ough Federal Government
o\r'nership.

He expressed the opiDion
that Hanna deeded the island
to the Federal Government, but
neglected to Jile the deed at the
Hillsborough Co un ty Court-
house. Efforts to locate the
deed on record have been un-
successful.

But, The Tribune has re-
ceived several reports from
usually reliable sources that
"the Bird Key deed is in St.
Petersburg."

"I hope The Tribune smokes
the deed out oi some one's
custody, and it can be filed at
the Pinellas Courthouse," Mrs.
Sample said.

The Tribune, mean\yhilc, has
leamed that the State Road
Board's latest plan lor the multi-
million dollar Bay Way, will
Dut a cause$ay ovel.Bird Keyl
the birds former sanctuarv.

Also, the City of St. Peters-
burg has cast a covetous eye
upon Bird Key, accolding to
Paess reports, The chances ofthe birds getting their Bird
Key back, appear djm today.

successful one, too,
Sbe certainly ougbt to be.
Mrs. McNeill holds several

degrees lrom various colleges;
Earlham CoUege in Richmond,
IDd.; her bachelor of science
degree at Chicago University;
her master's dcgree from Cor-
nell; and in 1912 a doctorate
in Ecological Botany.

Currently she is ivriting ab-
stracts for worid research liter-
ature in plant sciences.

Like most young ladies, Mrs.
McNeill doesn't broadcast her
age. However linolving she was
one of the first women univer-
sity teachers at Tallahassee in
1909 might Iurnish a llttle clue.

THE McNEILLS came to
Florida many years ago and
her husband. a former profes-
sor ol Entomology, died in
1928. Since that time Mrs,
McNeiil has managed her farm
alone, with assistance from a
man who comes in lor a few
days every week to do the
heavy work.

There is a grove consisting of
about 15 acres, and a fine
looking grove it is too. She
hasn't sprayed her grove in
over 30 years.

Now then leL's gct back to
those pigs.

There was a time when Mrs.
McNeiU had a considerable
numb€r of hogs which' she
raises lor breeding purposes.

She maintains that today it
is becoming more and more of
a problem to raise them proJit-
ably, since as she said, "farm-
ing as a busines is good, pro-
viding it is run without inter-
{erence from the government."

But no matter what the mar-
ket situation, it's a certainty
she'Il always have a few ligs
around.

PIGS' TREAT-MIS. McNeill takes a bowl of corn
out to the pigs for a between-meals snack.

SYLVIA, SUSIE AND SARAH-MrS. McNeill has pet names for her prizc pigs

-Rose 
Anne, James, Susie, Sylvia and Sarah,

GETTING A PITCHFORK-MrS. McNeili is a scien
tific farmer. Her late husband was an entomology pro-
fessor, and she holds a doctorate in botany.


